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OPINION

Dallas City Council member
Blackmon: Passing a budget was
hard. The next step is going to be
even harder.
As a council, we are going to have to make hard choices and be willing to
work together for the citizens of Dallas.
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TIMELESS IN TEXAS

Dallas Police Chief U. Renee Hall (left center) joined other members of the
Dallas Police Department to give a violent crime update during the City
Council's Public Safety Committee Meeting on Monday, Aug. 10, 2020. (Screen
grab via video conference) (Video Conference / Video conference )
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This year has been filled with monumental challenges: the
COVID-19 pandemic, social unrest and an economic
recession. Not one person has been immune or can ignore
the impacts on our physical and emotional health, our
economic stability and our general attitudes towards one
another.
Last month, the Dallas City Council approved the upcoming
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year’s budget, a process that began nearly a year ago. While
it was not perfect by any stretch of the imagination, it does
completely fund public safety, increase access to social
services and address some infrastructure needs across our
city, while lowering property tax rates for the fifth
consecutive year. Now the real hard work begins: Dallas is
facing a $62 million budget shortfall projected for next year,
a huge deficit that we have not faced for close to a decade.
As a council, we are going to have to make hard choices and
be willing to work together for the citizens of Dallas. We
can’t fall into the politically charged traps we fell into
during the last budget discussions. I represent District 9,
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which is an incredibly diverse community in East Dallas.
I’ve spent the last several months listening and talking with
residents, faith leaders, small business owners and
community organizers about their vision for Dallas.
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While there is a broad range of perspectives, especially on
public safety, there is a shared determination to come
together to find solutions. This shared determination needs
to be mirrored among all members of the Dallas City
Council. Furthermore, we will find our way forward only if
we communicate and learn to treat each other with respect.
Public safety is paramount to having a great city, and the
men and women who wear the badge are valued members
of our community. We also hear the cries of residents who
demand change for old, outdated policing policies that
make some communities feel overpoliced. The question is,
how to balance these two concerns. Reimagining public
safety requires more than reflexive slogans like “Defund the
Police” or “Back the Blue.” Addressing the underlying
causes of violence and creating positive relationships
among officers are the real challenges.
While partisan politics dominates the airwaves nationally,
this does nothing to fix the potholes, create innovative ways
to combat homelessness, bridge the digital divide or solve
the inefficiencies and transparency issues at Dallas City
Hall. We must do better than the talking heads on
television.
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We must face these decades-old challenges head-on and
start solving them. Of course, there will be no overnight
solutions, but we must pull together, listen to all
perspectives, communicate better and move forward.
Divisive rhetoric and disinformation campaigns do not
move the city forward. They are merely distractions from
the hard work at hand, and this year is the time to work
together.
In the coming weeks, the Dallas City Council will be
working toward practical solutions for many of the concerns
we heard throughout budget townhalls and community
meetings. We will address issues that face Dallas citywide
with plans to address them. We will create achievable goals
and deliver real results for our residents. Leading the city of
Dallas through times like these requires us all to put petty
politics aside and put Dallas back to work. The future of our
city may very well just depend on it.
Paula Blackmon is a Dallas City Council member.
Got an opinion about this issue? Send a letter to the
editor, and you just might get published.
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